Natural

Approach
Homezchooling and
lzadora Duncan tradition

come together.
BY EMILY MACEL

“I'm atways rallying for less. homework
and mome art,” says Lorl Belllove, artistic
director of the lsadora Duncan Danca
Foundation. Forthe past several years,
Belliove has put that mantra Into motion
with a group of dancers she Tondly
refers to s the Bellloveables (3 play on
lzadora Duncan's dancars, the
Isadorabies). Balllove's Ife's work has
been to keap allve the spirt and free-
ﬂl:llﬂl'lg nature of the I=adora Duncan
dance technique—w#hich emphasizes
the human form, Improvisation and
emotion—and these studants are prime
EIIE.I'I'I:F"E of her succass,

The Bslloveables are homeschooled
and their parents balong to the New ork
City Home Educators Allance [NYCHEA).
The miationship began when one of the
now-Belliovesbie mothers contacted
Belllows In 2007 to Nquire about starting a
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Duncan class Tor homeschoolers. Sha and
her daughter had ssen Ballove's company
perfarm and thought that the Duncan stye
and tezhnique wolld esonats with famik-
lleE In the NYGHEA communitg

*There's this wonadariul symbiosls with
this homeschooler community hame In
Mew York City whem these young ladies
ame able to do mome cultural actvities than
If they were going to school,” Ballove
E=ys. "I think that when they come from
Euch a background whers the taaching
etyle k= Nlled with questions and explo-
rations and possiblity, it nelps to bing
the |=adora Duncan wak back to lifa."

Last year, the Belloveables pra-
mismd onstage along with Belllove's
professkonal company at Judson
Mamarial Ghunch. In Aprl, the company
hosted a gala fundralser for tralning
workshops for the Bellioveables at New
York City Centar. This surmmer they
plan to partormm at Dancs Theatar
Waorkshop during the World Dance
Alllancs, ag well as at the Allca Austan
House on Staten lsland.

Barbara Cohen's daughtars Emma, 14,
and Lucy, 11, are 2 of tha 10
Ballloweabilas. The benafits that her

daughters gat from training with Ballove
wersws other danca schools ar tevofold,
“Aret 1= the essanca of the Duncan sty
and technique. The natural mosemeant
dossn't take the chikd's body wham It
shoukdn't ba,” Cohen says. The ather dif-
Tarenca |= the way Belllove tralns a
dancer. | ses har desap trust inthe gins to
get wham they need to be, each one at
her own pace. The ages of the
Balliowaablas rangs from 91 16. Thats a
big rarge, developmantaly,” she says. 1
lwe that Lorl's teaching |e so digtant from
8 one-glze-fts-all approach. | think this
epeaks to my homeschooling ssnsblity—
the kdea that every lower binssome In It
cwn Hme and rushing that unfolding &
rever 3 qood or haatthy idea.”

Balllowe Ninds that these students am
Incredibly receptive to the technigue.
"Tha homescholars are not Mled with
tha same ‘don'ts’ that comea with life in
echool," she says. *They'e much more
emotionally mature. They tend to b
Treer splrfts. Thelr relatlon to the dancea
Is ona of pure joy." DT

Emily Macal s wriling a book on Brick
Hawiins. She fves in Washngton, DC.




